MY THE SACRAMENTO VOTER

THE LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS OF SACRAMENTO COUNTY

FEBRUARY 2012

February 14th
1s the League of Women Voters’
92nd Anniversary

SAVE THE DATE:

SATURDAY, May 5, 2012, ANNUAL MEETING, Casa Meeting Center, 2760

Sutterville Road, Sacramento

SATURDAY & SUNDAY, May 19-20, 2012. League of Women Voters of California

Leadership Council, Sacramento; Plan to Attend, More information to come

E-MAIL V SNAIL MAIL ANNOUNCEMENT

If you would like to receive the Voter by e-mail instead of U.S. postal service mail,

please contact the League office at: lwvs@lwvsacramento.org.
Seventy per cent of League of Women Voters of Sacramento County members provided us e-mail

addresses. If you have not shared your e-mail, please send it to: president@lwvsacramento.org.



mailto:lwvs@lwvsacramento.org
mailto:president@lwvsacramento.org
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2010-2.011 PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

Lola Acosta, President

016.447-8683 Where else would you meet interesting people discussing con-

president@lwvsacramento.org

temporary public policy issues? At a League Program Planning
Catherine Troka, 1st Vice Presidnt (on a Saturday) or Unit meeting (on an evening or weekday

yp 1 @lwvsacrarnento .org

morning)!

Cheryll Moore, 2nd Vice President

Voters Service Director

Where would you encounter opportunities to develop your

voterservice(@lwvsacramento.org leadership and public speaking skills? Chairing a committee,
Miranda Perry, 3rd Vice President taking on a task, or assisting our Voter Services Director,
vp3(@lwvsacramento.org League members have reported their confidence grew with
Kathleen Chovan, Treasurer this experience. The League of Women Voters is a place where
treasurer@ hovsacramento.org adults can continue to develop skills, for example, our Speak-
Eileen Heaser, Secretary ers Bureau provides training opportunities to interested mem-

seerctary@lwvsacramento.org bers. Many other leadership opportunities abound.

Alice Ginosar, Director

Following up on voter suppression discussions at January Unit

Speakers Bureau Coordinator

speakers(@lwysacramento.org meetings, we continue monitoring voter-related events in oth-

Rick Bettis. Director er states. In this issue of the Voter, we include an article from

Natural Resources Harlingen TX, where hundreds of high school students in the

naturaircsourccs@iwvsacramento .Org

Rio Grande Valley registered to vote, wanting to make a differ-

Roseanne Chamberlin, Director

ence. We can mount a similar effort to register high school

Government

government@lwsacramento.org students in Sacramento, but need the volunteers to make this
Donna Chipps, Webmaster happen. Interested members should contact Cheryll Moore,
webmaster@lwysacramento.org Voter Services Director at cheryllmlwvsc(@att.net.

Nancy Lapp, Voter Editor Issues of emphasis identified in our Program Planning meeting

editor(@lwvsacramento.org

January 14" will be presented for adoption to members at-

Yoice Message for all directors: tending the Annual Meeting May 5, 2012. These issues will
9164478683 (447 VOTE)

form our program for the year 2012-2013.

We expect a busy election season. Already, we are receiving
requests to calendar ballot measure presentations and to
schedule candidate forums. Consider participating in our

Speakers Bureau and Volunteering in our voter services.



http://webmail.mc.surewest.net/cgi-bin/addrbook.cgi/addrbook/contacts.html?sessionid=g79cb0e49d00e0e03156f27c6b5115fbb8ifjdnhhml&from=ct&to_0=561&hidden_0=561&compose=true&view=M&cate=all&start=46&end=59&total=59&simple=no&dispcount=1
mailto:Naturalresources@lwvsacramento.org
mailto:webmaster@lwvsacramento.org

THE SACRAMENTO VOTER PAGE 3

ADVOCACY: ENVIRONMENT
League Supports Keystone XL Pipeline Decision

LWVUS Lobby Corps members will be carrying this League message when they visit U.S. Senate of-
fices to urge Senators to oppose efforts to overturn Administration initiatives that protect public
health and the environment, such as the new mercury and air toxics rule and the recent decision to
block the Keystone XL pipeline.

Contact California Senators and thank them for supporting the President’s decision protecting mil-
lions of Americans.

See the JANUARY 18, 2012 Statement from Elisabeth MacNamara, President of the League of Wom-
en Voters below:

Washington, DC —“Today’s step by the Obama Administration to deny the Keystone XL Pipeline
was the right decision. It is a decision that puts the health and safety of Americans ahead of blind reli-
ance on fossil fuels. The route of the Keystone XL Pipeline was a threat to the drinking water of mil-
lions of Americans. The pipeline was just too big a risk to allow it to go forward.

“Putting the Keystone XL pipeline over the Ogallala Aquifer, which provides agricultural and drinking
water to so many in the Plains states, was an incredibly bad idea. The majority of any jobs created
would be short term and short lived. The damage to such an important water supply would last for

centuries.

“In addition, approval of this pipeline would be inconsistent with meaningful action on climate
change.

“We applaud President Obama for standing up to the polluters.”

HUNDREDS OF HARLINGEN TX STUDENTS REGISTERTO VOTE
www.riograndeguardian. com<http: / / www. riograndeguardian.com>

THE INTERNET NEWSPAPER OF SOUTH TEXAS

Guardian News updates

January 23,2012

Hundreds of Harlingen High School seniors pledged Monday to vote as soon as they are 18 and able
to do so. They attended a voter registration drive held in the school canteen that was hosted jointly
by Harlingen CISD and the Advocacy Alliance for Texas (AACT). "I will be 18 in two months. I plan
to vote in the presidential election this year because it is so important we choose the right presi-
dent," said Harlingen High School student Jasmine Ruiz.

For the full story copy and paste the following: http: // Www.riograndeguardian.com/

lista story.asp?story no=23



http://webmail.mc.surewest.net/wm/mail/fetch.html?urlid=g7a61565e2cafd2a384972762307212bb1ifjdnhhml&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.riograndeguardian.com
http://www.riograndeguardian.com/lista_story.asp?story_no=23
http://www.riograndeguardian.com/lista_story.asp?story_no=23
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LaVerne Ireland
by Alice Ginosar and Lola Acosta

It is with sadness that we announce the passing, in the late
afternoon of December 18, 2011 of former board mem-
ber LaVerne Ireland. LaVerne was a woman of great cour-
age and remarkable talents, as we came to know in that
year of 2009-10. She chaired the League Climate Change
Committee. During all the meetings we sat through to-
gether, she never let on that she was ill or in pain. Alice
loved to hear LaVerne’s stories about her past adventures
in her jeep, supporting nature for environmental organi-
zations. LaVerne was happy to help out by attending at
least two legislative visits in the Spring of 2010. LaVerne
was a member of the Suffragist Club, comprised of

League members who support the organization at a high—
er financial level. Her dedicated service and generous

Kay Knepprath and LaVe

spirit will be missed.

Jo Smith Prominent League Member Honored Again
By Rick Bettis, Natural Resources Director.

Kay Knepprath contributed to this article.

A very prominent LWVSC member, the late Jo Smith has been posthumously honored by the Ameri-
can River Natural History Association. (ARNHA).

ARNHA operates the Effie Yeaw Nature Center in Carmichael, where, on January 11, Jo was honored
by the naming of a large assembly and classroom the Jo Glasson Smith Room. This event was attended
by approximately 90 community members who loved and respected Jo. These included current and
former elected officials such LIWVSC member Illa Collin who was the longest serving member in his-
tory of the Sacramento County Board of Supervisors.

Until her passing in 2009 Jo had been an important member of the League for more than 50 years. It
was Jo who convinced the LWV of California to hire their first employee, LWVSC member Margaret
Herman, as a Legislative Advocate in the 1972.This led to the establishment of the LWV C office.

Jo was the co-founder of the ARHNA as well as the Sacramento Creeks Council. She was a gifted art-
ist and created the illustrations for, and edited, many of the ARNHA publications that are widely rec-
ognized as being among the best in the field of environmental education.
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LEAGUE OFWOMEN VOTERS OFTHE UNITED STATES ANNOUNCES FILM
“Patrioatriocracy” Screened in New Hampshire and South Carolina

A new documentary, “Patriocracy,” offers a non-partisan examination of the Washington dysfunction and hyper-
partisanship undermining America's ability to tackle its most serious problems. Since the movie offers a compelling
backdrop to the election year ahead, the LWVUS partnered with the New Hampshire and South Carolina Leagues to
show the film prior to the primaries. President Elisabeth MacNamara led a panel discussion following each screening.

All Leagues are encouraged to sponsor their own public showings of this film, which will serve both educational and
visibility objectives. Interested Leagues should contact Brian Malone, the producer and head of Malone Media Group,
LLC, directly at brian(@malonetv.com or 303-888-9649. A small charge is anticipated.

Brian Malone is a five-time Emmy® Award winner and has produced more than a dozen independent documentaries
for broadcast and cable. His programs have aired nationally on PBS and cable networks, covering the gamut from
Grammy-Award-Winning recording artists, to environmental issues, to Native American culture.

Volunteers are sought to organize this showing. Please contact President Lola Acosta if you would like to take charge
of this activity. E-mail Lola at: president@lwvsacramento.org.

Initiative and Referendum Reform: Some Preliminary Ideas
The LWVC Initiative and Referendum Study Committee is sifting through dozens of ideas to reform California’s
initiative and referendum process, secking deeper policy-based issues and resolutions. The reform ideas cover a wide
range of possibilities, from throwing out the whole process as suggested by Peter Schrag in Paradise [t@stwhole-
sale embrace of the growing trend of direct democracy as represented by the initiative and referendum.

In evaluating these ideas, the Study Committee is examining initiative and referendum history, process, and key con-
cerns to uncover policy matters and solutions that will stand the test of time in shaping the League’s positions in the

future.

While the breadth of the reform areas is extensive, it helps to categorize them. Although this is not an exhaustive list

of the ideas being studied by the Committee, below are some of the more popular themes:

1. Level the Imbalance of Money Interests — Money spent by proponents befor initiative qualifies for the
ballot can determine which measures even get qualified. To level the playing field, adjust qualification requirements

to allow fewer signatures or allow more time to qualify an initiative. Some say the State could benefit by just charg-

ing proponents $2 million to put an item on the ballot, rather than gathering signatures!

Increase Transparency — The shocking sums of money spent to influence voters aftel measure has qualified for
the ballot, while unlimited according to the Courts, can at least become more easily viewable. Improve accountabil-

ity, disclosure and easy public access to information about the money that flows into and through the initiative

pI‘OCCSS.

2. Engage Citizens — Use deliberative podlingitizens’ initiative review panel to engage and educate the voting
public about ballot measures. In Oregon, panels of 24 voters, randomly-selected and demographically-balanced,

come together from across the state to evaluate a ballot measure.

(Continued on Bage
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Climate Change Solution Efforts-Local Updates
By Rick Bettis, Natural Resources Director

Efforts to develop and implement solutions to the increasingly serious threat of Climate Change are
underway internationally and at the national, state, regional and local levels.

Locally the City of Sacramento has completed their Climate Action Plan (CAP) which includes ac-
tions that the City can attempt to effectuate in order to reduce Greenhouse Gas (GHG) by 15%below
2005 levels by 2020. This writer has commented on this Plan, which emphasizes emission reductions
by increasing the energy efficiency of both existing and new buildings. The Plan is scheduled to be
presented to the City Council on January 31, 2012

Sacramento County has initiated work on their CAP, which is scheduled for completion in the Fall of
2012.This completion target is in accordance with the State requirement that the Plan be competed
no more than one year after approval of the updated General Plan.

The Sacramento Area Council of Governments has completed a draft Sustainable Communities Plan

intended to reduce GHG emissions from passenger vehicles and light trucks by 16% per capita below
2005 levels by 2020. The key feature of the Plan is to facilitate urban development along “Transit Pri-
ority Areas” which are areas within one quarter mile of corridors with public transit service at 15 mi-

nute maximum intervals during commute periods.

There is much left to be accomplished since, based on climate science, a GHG emissions reduction

target has been set by the State at 83% below 2005 levels by 2050.

UPDATE: AFFORDABLE CARE ACT
Acknowledgements to Stephanie Cutter

On Friday, January 20, 2012, the Obama administration announced that soon women will not have
to pay out of pocket for birth control: Starting August 1st, many insurance plans nationwide will be
required to fully cover contraception without co-pays or deductibles. Thanks to the Affordable Care
Act, more women can make health care decisions based on what's best for them -- not their insur-
ance company -- all while saving hundreds of dollars every year.

This news is just one more way the Affordable Care Act ensures that being a woman will no longer
(Continued on page

WELCOME NEW MEMBER

Phil Serna
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(Continued from@)age

be considered a pre-existing condition. Critical preventive services like mammograms and other
cancer screenings are now free, and an estimated 1.1 million young women newly covered by their

parents' health plans.

But at the same time, those opposed to the Affordable Care Act seek to overturn progress on wom-
en's health. For this reason, the League of Women Voters will continue to monitor implementation
of the Affordable Care Act and to let our Congressional representatives know what we stand for.
For more information, see http://www.healthcare.gov/news/factsheets/2011/08/
womensprevention0801201 1a.html

UNIT MEETINGS
February meetings [February 13th & 14th] will focus on the privatization study, discussing newly
released study papers and consensus questions. The newest study papers are posted to the LWV
Sacramento website. The consensus questions are enclosed in this edition of the Sacramento Voter.
All background papers are posted at the LWV of Sacramento website

http://www.lwvsacramento.org/. Please invite friends, co-workers and neighbors to the Unit

meetings.
UNIT DATE & TIME|CONTACT LOCATION
Mid-City Monday, Tom Swift 5308 Shepard Ave.
February 13th 453-8707 Sacramento 95819
6:15 PM
Morning Tuesday, Dianna Dithridge 2426 Garfield Ave.
Suburban February 14th 486-9542 Carmichael 95608
9:15AM
Greenhaven/ Tuesday, Mary Hopkins 45 Sunlit Circl
Land Park February 14th  [422-6958 Sacramento 9583
10:00 AM
Elk Grove Tuesday, Bill & Elaine Lee 8622 Shasta Lily Drive
February 14th 688-5360 Elk Grove 95624
1:00 PM

Eileen Heaser, unit coordinator, 916-456-2154 or eheaserLWV(@gmail.com



http://www.lwvsacramento.org/
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The panels hear directly from campaigns for and against each measure and call upon policy experts during the multi-
day public review. At the conclusion, each panel then draftsa C 1 t 1 Z € nhighBghtify theanbst@niptdhtlfind-

ings about the measure. Separate panels are used for each ballot measure.

3. Think Slowly; Work Together — Restructure thep € 0 p | € 0 S tolinfluble ktdpsavHiclh aké @ormdllyr O
part of the legislative proecgibng analysis, deliberation, debate,

negotiation and the ability to amend the measure before balloting. Revisit the indirechitiative
process by providing incentives of a lower signature threshold or longer circulation time to
initiative proponents for indireghitiatives submitted to the Legislature.

4. Use Technology — Allow egatheringsignatures on the Internet, or other utilization of
technology to streamline or enhance the qualification process such as allowing a “no” to indicate

an item should not appear on the ballot (balanced with concerns of disenfranchisement of noncomputer literate or
citizens without access to computers.)

If you’d like more information, the Initiative and Referendum study web page has a list of preliminary resources,
including an annotated bibliography. See http:// Www.ca.iwv.org/ Iwvonly/studies/ 2011 -initiative-and-

referendum/index.html

For a lively discussion on the topic, join the I&R study listserv, and/or the Facebook group.

Study material for local Leagues will be available in the summer of 2012. Consensus reports will be due in March
2013, allowing local Leagues time after the November 2012 election to hold consensus meetings.



http://www.ca.lwv.org/lwvonly/studies/2011-initiative-and-referendum/index.html
http://www.ca.lwv.org/lwvonly/studies/2011-initiative-and-referendum/index.html

